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ver since they were lightly built in wood and powered by a
bunch of blokes heaving on oars, whale chasers have been
some of the leanest and meanest boats around.

The new generation whaleboats leave the baleen and
blubber where they belong and harvest the indelible memories
and profound awe that a sighting of these majestic mammals
inspires in the people they have on board. But some things haven’t
changed. Whale watch boats are still some of the quickest, most
manoeuvrable, purpose built boats around and Whale Watch
Kaikoura’s new Wawahia maintains the tradition.

! Q-West’s Myles Fothergill at
the helm during sea trials with
Jason Narayan from VolPower |
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For the newest addition to their fleet, Whale Watch Kaikoura
returned to Q-West Boatbuilders in Wanganui, who also supplied
four other vessels for their six boat fleet and has a long standing
relationship with the iconic South Island tourist operator. “They
have a 10 year boat replacement programme — this one will replace
Whelketere which we launched almost 10 years ago to the day,”
Q-West managing director, Myles Fothergill, explained. Another
four replacement boats are planned over the next 10 years.

To draw Wawahia, Whale Watch Kaikoura went back to
Teknicraft, the Auckland designers who had also drawn her
predecessor, and a fleet of multihull ferries and tour boats in use
all over the world.

Overall length was set at 17.9m with a beam of 6.4m with a
draught of 0.75m and the shape would be Teknicraft’s signature
asymmetrical catamaran with its proven performance, ride and
load carrying qualities.

A main criteria was that the new boat could enter restricted
coastal survey for 56 passengers — 48 paying guests, skipper, three
guides and trainees. Most of the year the whales feed and frolic in
the Kaikoura Trench within 12 miles of shore, but at certain times
of the year they move out to 15 plus miles and Wawahia had to be
surveyed to follow them.

Whale Watch Kaikoura is also upgrading their skippers’ tickets
to suit and providing them with the workspace for the job. The
central helm station is accessed by a short flight of stairs to port
and starboard and has two seats with a central console for throttle
handles and the electronic engine and jet unit controller. Furuno
Navnet screens fall straight to eye on the dash panel and can
provide colour 3D chart plotting with radar overlay, colour echo
sounder or colour radar. [COM VHF and SSB radios on the port
side of the panel also fall easily to hand: all supplied by Electronic
Navigation Ltd.
















