NEW NIWA VESSEL
FIT FOR VARIETY OF ROLES

BY LINDSAY WRIGHT

hen the National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research NIWA began drawing up
a wish list for their new inshore research vessel,
thev were painting with a fairly broad brush.

The boat would need to be fast and manoeuvrable, capable
of working in inlets and shoal waters — or anywhere else
within coastal survey limits — and supporting the research and
data recording requirements of up to 15 different scientific
disciplines.

Armed with a list of these specifications, NIWA’s marine
managers started shopping around and ended up, like many
other commercial boat operators, at the Q-West boat building
premises in Wanganui,

Teknicraft, the Auckland design firm run by Nic de Waal,
who drew the Auckland police launch Deodar [1f, Whalewatch
vessel Wawahia and scores of other power catamarans which
are operating successfully all over the world, were contacted to
designa 13.9 metre catamaran with their signature asymmetrical
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ABOVE: Galley and crew area
BELOW: The rear area of the deck house and access to the flybridge

hulls and fixed foil between them to provide lift.

The new boat, lkatere (swift fish) was launched late last year
and, after the delivery voyage to her Wellington base, steamed
to the Bay of Islands to begin water quality sampling there.

The name Ikatere has an illustrious history in New Zealand
marine research. It was also the name of the first research
vessel built for the New Zealand Marine Department, a 19.3m
kauri planked inshore trawler which is still around today,
retired to pleasure use in Napier.

The new Jkateres hull was plated with 3mm 5083 marine
grade alloy supplied by Ulrich Aluminium on the bottom and
two Cummins QSC 8.3/500 engines were chosen to power the
Hamilton 322 jet units that give her the get up and go.

“She gets up and goes all right,” Q-West managing director,
Colin Mitchell, laughed, “the design brief was for 25 knots
service speed — but she was doing 27-28 knots on trials and they
had 36 knots out of her at one stage.” The boat maintained 23
knots on passage from Wellington to the Bay of Islands. B
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